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The system control programming (SCP) programs 
perform the system control functions that are basic 
to a 5280 Distributed Data System. They enable 
the user to perform the I PL process, configure the 
system, recover data if a system or power failure 
occurs, and apply a fix to IBM-supplied programs 
or user programs if an error is encountered. 

The SCP consists of the initial program load (I PL) 
function, the system configuration program, the 
close failure recovery program, and the patch 
program. 

The Initial Program Load Function 

The initial program load (IPL) function loads the 
5280 system with information needed to execute 
other programs. The IPL program loads a starter 
system immediately after the 5280 is powered on. 
Once the IPL process is performed using the SCP 
diskette, the system configuration program can be 
loaded and executed. 

System Configuration Program 

The system configuration program allows the user 
to configure, or tailor, the system's storage area 
and devices to meet individual business needs. 

During execution of the system configuration 
program, the user specifies the desired 
characteristics of the 5280 system by responding 
to prompting messages. Using these responses, 
the 5280 creates a user-defined IPL data set. 

The user-defined IPL configuration is stored on 
diskette and is used to IPL the system for future 
data processing jobs. 

Close Failure Recovery Program 

If execution of a program is interrupted, a data set 
might remain open and the data within might not 
be accessible (to be read or written) until the 
corresponding data set label has established the 
correct end-of-data position. The close failure 
recovery program allows the user to find the last 
valid record in the data set. The 5280 uses this 
end-of-data record to update the data set label 
and enable the user to access the data. 


Patch Program 

The patch program allows the user to correct 
problems that might be encountered while the 
5280 system programs or user programs are used, 
and to display the history of the changes made to 
the programs. This program uses IBM-supplied 
program temporary fixes (PTFs). 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

The starter system that is loaded by the IPL 
program runs on all models of the 5280 system. 

The starter system has the following 
characteristics. 

. A 32 K storage area (with 26 K of storage for a 
user program) 

• A single data station with a 480-character 
display format 

• Common functions used by the 5280 system to 
support all programs except the key entry utility, 
the 3740 format conversion aid utility, and 
DE/RPG 

Minimum partition storage requirements for each 
of the SCP programs are as follows: 

Initial program load No minimum requirements 

System configuration 16 K 

Close failure recovery 9 K 

Patch 9 K 
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